
Educational Studies For Students Matriculated Before Jan. 1, 2008            1

EDUCATIONAL STUDIES FOR
STUDENTS MATRICULATED
BEFORE JAN. 1, 2008
Teaching and learning begin with the family and gradually build to
include, although they are not limited to, the community, schools, the
workplace, farms, hospitals, prisons, colleges and universities.

Therefore, to understand educational institutions and the teaching and
learning process, students developing concentrations in educational
studies should:

• Inquire into who, when, where and why people participate in
educational and learning activities by including the history,
philosophy, sociology and psychology of education as basic
foundation studies.

• Gain knowledge and skills in the uses and applications of technology
in education.

• Build a broad foundation in the liberal arts and sciences, including
multicultural perspectives by designing a range of learning activities
including independent study, technology-mediated learning, field
experiences and group studies.

Students who are not planning to engage in teaching, but are interested
in educational processes and institutions, can design concentrations
that examine these institutions and processes through the framework
of the social and behavioral sciences and other disciplines, including
anthropology, economics, history, philosophy, political science,
psychology and sociology. For example, a concentration may be
developed in the history of education, the economics of education, the
sociology of education, educational psychology, etc. Degree programs
also can be organized according to thematic or problem-oriented
frameworks, with concentrations such as education and society,
education and social change, education and public policy, learning
communities and lifelong learning.

Students who are not planning to become certified teachers in New York
state may design concentrations that include both the studies referred to
and studies that focus on the relationship between theory and practice,
and on educational practice itself. These students may be planning
to work, or may be working, in teaching/training programs for adults,
workforce development, community education, international training and
development or other nonpublic institutions or educational settings.

Note: Empire State College does not have a registered teacher
certification program at the undergraduate level. Students interested in
preparing themselves for teaching certification in New York state must
consider their options carefully and should consult with an educational
studies mentor. Educational studies may not be the best option; they may
be better served with a concentration in a school subject area such as
English, history, science, math, foreign language, etc., or they may want to
consider an interdisciplinary program that combines educational studies
with a specific discipline. Students must contact the State Education
Department (S.E.D.) for specific certification requirements or speak with
an S.E.D. advisor. They also should be aware that new and radically
changed certification requirements were implemented in 2004.
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